John Bachop Gilfillan was born in
Vermont of Scottish descent. He
came up the Mississippi on the .
vLady Franklia" te 5t. Anthony 1n
1855. There was no Minneapolis....
just a Frontier willage. The first
suspension bridge opened over the
river in that year.

JOHN BACHOP GILFILLAN 1835-1924

In 1860 Gilfillan was admitted to the Minnesota Bar, and at the time
of his death he was Dean.

During these years Gilfillan drafted a bill for the organization of
a school board which eventually developed the Minneapolis school
system, and for ten years he served on the school board.

In 1880 Governor Pillsbury named Gilfillan a Regent of the University
of Minnesota. As Chairman of the Regents he was instrumental in
bringing Cyrus Northrop to Minnesota to succeed Dr. Folwell. As a
member of the State Senate Committee on University lands, he directed
the negotiations for the sale of the old experimental farm and the
purchase of the present site near Como Park. A gift ig 1901 of
$50,000 for the purpose of aiding needy and deserving students through
the University has long borae Mr. Gilfillan®s name.

He was part of the law firm of Lochran, McNair and Gilfillan. He
served for a decade in the State Senate. 1In 1908 he compiled the
"History of the University of Minnesota" for the State Historical
Society, and also prepared a pamphlet regarding controversy over the

naming of "Minneapolis". He served one term in the Forty-Ninth Congress.
He was President of the First National Bank for a year, and also served
as Chairman of the Board. 1In 1921 he was the oldest practicing attorney

in Minneapolis.

To guote the Minneapolis Tvibune on Awgust 21, 1924, "B man like ME.
Gilfillan is too unique to be replaced. His memory cannot and will not
die."



CHRONOLOGY :

J. B Gilfillan
1872-73
1891-93

1913

1921
1923

1923-1933

1931

1933

1970
1975

1977

1986-87

b, 1835 4. 1924
Arrived at St. Anthony 1855

Territory opened for settlers

(

Watts ang Malmstedt solg to
Gilfillan

Minneapolis Daily news reported
that Gilfilian acquired additional
acreage

Gilfillan seld to Earle Brown
Py’

Earle Brownjﬁévg pProperty to the

City of Minneapolis

Gilfillan home occupied by the
Arthur Birong family. He was
Superintendent of the Workhouse
farm operations

City Workhouse built

Gilfillan house torn down; brick
house built for Superintendent of
City Workhouse O'Brien, Lockwood. .

Workhouse farm Operations closed

Property transferred to Hennepin
County on a trial basis

Hennepin County became
owner

Permanent

There was 3 Sreenhou
and a sawmil] north ¢
Parkers Lake)

530 acres north of
lake on Watertown Rg

Approximately 100acr

including the wood
area where log cabin
was built

Value:
per acre

Approx. $250

Brior to this +he
inmates lived in Camde
and were transportegd
daily to their work o
the farm

-)

Property transferred to City of Plymouth;

park development began: Park buil

named "The Pavilion"

lake...which burned in 1924)

Parkers Lake Park developed on nor
of lake; additional development n
County Road 6 includes large playf
picnic shelter (on site of Gilfi]]
and kids play area

ding

(from the dance

th shore
orth of
ield,

an home)
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JOHN BACHOP GILFILLAN (1835-1924)J

Born in Vermont of Scottish descent, John B. Gilfillan came to St. Anthony

in 1855. There was no City of Minneapolis -- just a frontier village. That
was the year the first suspension pr;dge over the Mississippi opened. 1In
1860 he was admitted to the Minnesota Bar,. and at the time of his death he
was Dean. Also, in'1860 he became Cﬁty Attorney for st. Anthony, serving

four terms. Three years later he served four terms as County Attorney.

which eventually developed the current school system of Minneapolis, and for
ten years he served on the school board. In 1880 Governor Pillsbury named
Mr. GilfillanéiRegent of the University of Minnesota. As Chairman of the
Regent Committee he was instrumental in bringing Cyrus Northrop to Minnesota
to succeed Dr. Folwell. As a member of the State Senate Committee on Uni-
versity lands, he directed the negotiations for the sale of the old experi-
mental farm and the purchase of the present site near Como Park. A gift g,
$50,000 for the purpose of aiding needy and deserving students through the
University has long borne Mr. Gilfillan's name. During this time he was part
of the law firm of Lochren, McNair and Gilfillan. He served for a decade in
the State Senate. 1In 1908 he compiled the "History of the University of
Minnesota" for the State Historical Society, and also prepared a pamphlet
regarding a controversy over the naming of "Minneapolis®. He served one

term in the Forty-Ninth Congress. He was President of the First National Bank
for a year, and also sServed as Chairman of the Board. In 1921 he was the

}p1de§;_practieiﬂquattorney in Minneapolis.

His wife, Rebecca, died in 1884, and in 1893 he married Lavinia Coppack.
They made their home on Cl@ﬁton Avenue in Minneapolis with his three surviving
children, John Jr., James, and Janet. (A fourth, Robert, apparently died in

infancy.)

e
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They maintained a large Victorian home at Parkers Lake in Plymouth:k North

and west of the lake he built a log cabin (15' x 30' with a fireplace) for

his children, which Some say served as a retreat from their step mother's
parties. Miles Dickey of Wayzata got the contract to build the cabin (for $300
and James Wm. Creelman (a ‘neighboring farmer) helped build the fireplace. The
wooded area was designated as a deer park, and in the fall of the year, the

hunters hung the deer they had killed from the rafters of the cabin.
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HOME OF JUDGE JOHN B. GILFILLAN (c. 1920)

This "Victorian" home (60 £L. ® 40 f£.) stood
on top of the hill which is now the site of
Plymouth Parks picnic shelter north o

f County
Road 6 and Parkers Lake.

The first floor had six rooms, three fireplaces
and two bathrooms. Second floor had five rooms
and two fireplaces and two bathrooms. Third

floor had four rooms and a fireplace;

also,
balconies.

There was a huge kitchen and a butler's pantry;
walls were decorated with French and English tile.

They had their own power generator, a cistern and
well, a livery stable, servants' quarters, a
large swing and a grape arbor.
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THE GILFILLAN LOG CABIN was built
in the early 1900s across the road
from their home on the hill, and
west of Parkers Lake.

The family called the wooded area
around the cabin a "deer park" and

in the fall of the year, hunters
hung their bounty from the rafters
of the cabin. For tha Gilfillan boys

it became a "retreat from their step-
mother's parties."



THE OLD LOG CABIN

BullE by John B, Gilfillan in tHe
early 1900's for his three children
across the road from their home on
the hill, and west of Parkers Lake,
the cabin became a "retreat from

our step-mother's parties".

Miles Dickey of Wayzata contracted
tobuild the cabin for $300, and
James W. Creelman, neighbor to the

west, built the stone fireplace.

The family called the wooded area
around the cabin their "deer park"

' and in the fall of the year, the hunters

hung their bounty from the rafters of the

cabin.

The cabin measures 15 ft. by 30 £E.



On the north shore of Parkers Lake, a log cabin was built for the
youngest Gilfillan son who was living at home and needed a retrgat frqm
his step-mother's parties. Miles Dickey got the contract to buTId_th1s
cabin and James William helped to build the fireplace. Judge Gilfillan
kept deer in the area and it was said that in the fall of the year, the

hunters  hung the O I e
deer that they kill-
ed from the rafters .
of the cabin. The
cabin had a dirt
floor and was built
very solidly for it
still stands today.
Generations- of
neighborhood child-
ren played in the
cabin. Today it is
identified as an
historical site and
is being considered
for preservation.

Near the cabin on
the north west cor-
ner of Parkers Lake,
was a house that the
minister, Reverend
Robinson, 1lived in Interior of the cabin with its large stone

the early 1900's. fireplace.
(From the Minnetonka Herald)
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The "Gingerbread House"
on the University of
Minnesota campus was
designed by Ernest
Kennedy.in 1856. This
architect is believed to
have designed the
Gilfillan House which
stood on the hill north
of Parkers Lake from the
late 1880s until 1933.

The Gilfillans made thei
winter home on Clifton
Ave. in Minneapolis; the
home near Parkers Lake
was their summer home,
accessible by the Luce
Line Railway.

(from the - Minneapolis
Public Library Special
Collections)

- Photo by Eric Sumerlaﬂg
The gingerbead Cutter House, now a fraternity house, was honored for restoration after 1991 fire. ,,.fr}

By Linda Mack
Staff Writer

Preservationists in both Minneapolis and St.
Paul recognized deserving organizations and
renovation projects earlier this month during
National Preservation Week.

In Minneapolis, such monumental buildings as
M “apolis City Hall shared the limelight with
the ,ngerbread Cutter House at 4th St. and 10th
Av. SE. The Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity con-
tributed $300,000 to restore the 1856 house after it
was gutted by a fire in 1991.



B TR S SR

Bt e

o
"
/
Ed

.;%2"7’)’2/ ’»;/\sz7¢: ":{‘:fa /}1”’{72'/ :\“41’[/( aty (f{/i, =
JUDGE J.B. GILFILLAN

His obituary in 1924 said that the Honorable John Bachop Gilfillan, 89, was
the oldest member of the Minnesota Bar Association, but it didn't say how he came
to be known as "Judge." Old history books containing brief biographies of city
fathers give no clue either, although each devotes several pages to details of his
life and work. One unauthenticated news item, however, stated that "Minnesota
Supreme Court chief justice Gilfillan, in the summer of 1892...ruled in favor of
the small town of Wayzata against the Great Northern Railroad, compelling the
railroad company to keep Lake Street in a good state of repair." In that case, he
deserved to be called "Judge," but more about the railroad controversy later.

Gilfillan had come to Minneapolis at twenty years of age, intending only to
visit his sister and earn enough money teaching school to pay his way through
Dartmouth College. That was 1855, the year that the first suspension bridge was
completed across the Mississippi River at St. Anthony. And the rapidly growing
city-to-be offered such a variety of opportunities for an ambitious young man
that Gilfillan decided to stay.

He taught school for several years and started the grade-school system in St.
Anthony. He studied and practiced law, was city attorney and county attorney,
serving four times in each office, followed by nine years in the State Senate and
one term in the 49th Congress.



Named a regent of the University by Governor Pillsbury in 1880, Gilfillan
helped establish the Farm Schoo] and transferred it to a new location near Lake
Somo. Moreover, he was chairman of the regent committee that brought Dr.
Cyrus Northrop to succeed Dr. W.w. Folwell,: the 'University's first president.
After serving eight years as regent, the Judge "gav'e‘ $50,000 to the U. of M. to
establish the Gilfillan Trust Fund for deserving students.

Gilfillan also served as President of the First National Bank for two years,
and later as chairman of its board of directors. ' Somehow he still had time to
write a pamphlet called "Who Named Minneapolis?" to settle a controversy in
which he supported Charles Hoag as deserving the honor. Eventually he compiled
a "History of the University of Minnesota" for the State Historical Society.

When Mrs. Gilfillan died in 1884, she left motherless their three-year-old
daughter and three sons aged five, eight and eleven. (Another daughter had died
earlier.) As a result of the loss of his wife, Gilfillan took his family abroad soon
after finishing his Senate term, Placing the children in a Dresden school, he
spent nearly three years visiting Egypt, the Holy Land and every country in
Europe, except Portugal. He attended Queen Victoria's jubilee celebration in
1887 and the funeral of William | of Germany the following year,

In 1893, when the Judge married Hannah Coppock, the couple became active
in the "high society" of Minneapolis and were said to have "an enviable social
position." Before long the new Mrs. Gilfillan was entertaining her fashionable
friends at their new summer villa, overlooking Parker's Lake, where the Judge
owned some 500 acres. Their spiendid mansion stood atop the hill on which, in
more recent years, superintendents of the City Workhouse have established their
homes. Perhaps it was at his wife's suggestion that the Judge buit log cabin for
his youngest son, still living at home and needing a retreat when his stepmother's
Parties were in full swing. It is said that when the Judge took bids for the
tamarack logs and construction of the building, Miles Dickey won with sych a Jow
bid that his disgruntled competitor, Alexander Frick, complained: "Dickey
mustve stole those logs." It was a cozy cabin called The Playhoyse by the
daughter of the farm manager and her playmates, but it was more than that.

at playhouse ever had a handsome brick fireplace and was still standing a
century |ater? :

It took 4 large staff of hired help, indoors and out, to run the Gilfillan estate.
Qf all the employees, Tommy Frick had fondest memories of Ross, "the colored
coachman in his swallow-tailed coat and high hat," who took the Judge to catch the
ornind train at Wayzata's old red depot and picked him up there in the evening.

The black harness with brass trimming shone in the sunlight when Ross used to
give the Frick children a lift on their way to country school. And the greqp, plush
seats of the

®legant carriage felt as soft as the moss that carpeted the wooqs,

76



The Judge had a keen interest in all farm projects, probably a result of his
growing up on a Vermont farm. One day a workman, hired to paint the barn, was
surprised when the Judge climbed a ladder to inspect some nearly inaccessible
places, and insisted on their being repainted properly. Gilfillan also enjoyed
climbing ladders to prune limbs from shade trees; the higher the better. Or so it
seemed to his Parker's Lake friends and neighbors.

Perhaps it was the same quality of venturesome boldness that led to success
in the Judge's professional, business and civic enterprises and made him an
outstanding figure in the city of Minneapolis for nearly seven decades. When he

died, a Minneapolis newspaper called J.B. Gilfillan "almost the last of the great
figures of early history."

TOMMY FRICK'S UNFORGETTABLE OUTING

One of the projects we undertook in the Wayzata Historical Society in the
1980s was to make oral tapes of old-timers reminiscing about the past. My first
"victim" was A. Thomas (Tommy) Frick, then 88 years old, who told of an outing
he enjoyed at the turn of the century when he was about six years of age.

It began at the big red depot J.J. Hill had placed east of town to annoy
Wayzatans during their feud with the railroad. Tom's mother (Mary Winnen
Frick) and her sister (Annie Winnen Dickey) boarded the train with three
children apiece, plus several picnic baskets, to spend the day in Minneapolis.
Here is the rest of the story as told by Tommy Frick some eighty years later.

My mother [Tom recalled] took three of us children [Alvin, August and
myself] and her sister took three of her children: Jenny, Clarence and
Josephine Dickey. Atfter getting off the train at the new Union Depot on
Hennepin Avenue, we took a streetcar and had to transfer at least once to
reach Fort Snelling. The old log fort was still standing, but the stone fort had
just been completed. As a youngster, | was especially interested in three old
Civil War cannon sitting on the lawn. Beside each one was a V-shaped pile of
cannon balls brought back from the war.

On leaving Fort Snelling, we crossed over a new bridge, first of its kind
to be built over the Mississippi River. Then we walked the narrow path
through the woods to Minnehaha Falls where we saw the pole bridge built by
my grandfather, Peter Winnen.

' Grandfather Winnen was well-known for his skill as a wood-carver, and
the rustic bridge he designed and built was proof of his artistry. He was also
pretty good at managing the Indians who cut the poles for the bridge and



Patenaude), Alvin, August, Anna (Mrs. Charles Duggan) and Everett. Since the
young Fricks also spent most of their adult years in this area, Tom's
iecollections spanned more than three generations.

Tommy had tales to tell from the moment he stepped into the car at the
Wayzata Woods Apartments where he and his wife Vivyen were living. "See that
Medical Building?" he queried. "Well, | almost bought the land it sits on, but
instead | bought on the wrong side of Highway 101. It was swampland over there, -
but | built six or eight houses on reinforced concrete slabs...sold some and rented
some. Later, when the freeway was to be built [the Highway 12 expressway], the
highway department bought all the houses in one bunch. | bought one of 'em back
and moved it to Deephaven...lived in it there for years."

Tom then pointed out a two-story, white-trimmed gray house decorated with
a white eagle. It stood west of Highway 101, before you cross the bridge over the
freeway. "l moved that house," Tom said. "Moved it all the way from Rice Street
beside the former Congregational Church. It was built in 1895, and | moved it
here and put it on an eight-inch cement slab. Looks good, don't it?"

Riding along Highway 101, Tom talked about the North Watertown Trail that
came near Grandfather Winnen's farm. "It began as an Indian trail between St.
Anthony on the east and the Hutchinson Indian reservation on the west," he said,
"and much of County Road 6 follows that old trail."

After driving east on County Road 6, Tom pointed out the wooded area that
lies beyond the stop-and-go signal at Vicksburg Lane. "That's the beginning of
Deer Park," he said. "Judge Gilfillan used to keep half a dozen deer in there.
Walking home from school, we used to feed them tidbits from our lunch pails.
There was a little fawn...Boy, how she liked cake!"

When Tom suggested we continue on County Road 6, we came almost at once to
an abandoned log cabin with a big chimney of field stones. "The Judge [Gilfillan]
built that for one of his sons, the one that was sorta slow in the head. His mother
liked to have him out from under foot when she entertained fashionable company.
The boy liked living there summers. Seemed to feel right at home."

At the City Workhouse Tom pointed out where the Frick property met the
Judge's. "We had a baseball diamond on that level ground...played lots of games
there. My brother Alvin was an outstanding pitcher. Once Watertown gave him
$20 just to pitch a game for them on Fourth of July. Yup, our Parker's Lake
bunch was quite a team. Used to play big teams from all around--even from
Minneapolis."

Another memory from my passenger's adult years centered on the shore of
Parker's Lake nearest the old Luce Line railroad tracks. Tom ran the pavilion
there, in 1917, after forming the Parker's Lake Joy Club to promote Saturday
night dances.



Back on Vicksburg Lane, Tom tried to decide on the exact location where his
parents' house had stood. Although bewildered by the changes, he knew the "south
forty” had reached the eastern shore of Gleason Lake, and the "north forty"
extended toward Parker's Lake. But the high-school building apparently covers
the site of the old farmhouse. Still the area was rich in memories.

We drove up and down a few side streets without finding any landmarks.
Then at one corner Tom exclaimed: “Oh, look. See that big house? It used to be a
barn. | remember playing there with Major Camp's grandsons."

It turns out that Major Camp, who built a Memorial Chapel at Minnetonka
Beach (St. Martin's-by-the-Lake) for his daughter's wedding in 1888, also
bought a large farm near Parker's Lake for one of his sons. Camp's son
eventually sold it, piece by piece, to Judge Gilfillan, but young Tom and his
playmates, of course, weren't bothered in the least by problems of the adult
world. Now he gazed with pleasure at the typical barn-like, gambrel roof under
which he and his pals had so often frolicked in the haymow. "We sure had fun in
those days," Tom said, as we turned toward home.



JOHN BACHOP GILFILLAN
(1835-1924)

__The passing of John B. Gilfillan is an
avent memorable in the history of Minne-
apolis. To say that he was the grand old
man of Minneapolis would not be quite ac-
curate. Grand he was, but old, never. He
accumulated more years than most men fall
heir to, but mentally he never passed out of
that stage of life known as maturity. In
Mr. Gilfillan the city was witness to a play
of mental energy thatnever flagged, though
it functioned for a generation beyond the
allotted span of three score and ten. There
is something amazing in the spectacle of a
vitality which the years seek in vain to
erode.

What a full life was his! Age did not come
to him because he refused to spend himself
freely. It was not a selfish conservation
of energy...he did not believe in penurious-
ly storing up vitality...he lived with an
abundance of well directed zest. There was
never an unemployed moment in his long life.
Every day was filled with purpose —- public
and private. To him Minneapolis was not
merely a geographical point, where fate had
fixed his existence; it was a living force,
—something to love, to strive for and to im-
prove. His city was a church...a noble
symbol to which he dedicated his services.

Minneapolis owes more to his sense of civic
responsibility than it could ever acknow-
ledge. It is the common fate of the pioneer
to be forgotten in the pressing welter of
the present. History is not popular reading,
but the indifference and ignorance of new
generations can never efface the facts.

Mr. Gilfillan was held in special reverence..
‘his legal ability was marked, his integrity
a byword. Other lawyers speak of him as
representative of the best of their gquild;
his mind and heart at once commanded respect
and affection of all.

A man like Mr. Gilfillan is too unique to be
replaced. His memory cannot and will not die.

—--Minneapolis Tribune August 21, 1924



JOHN BACHOP GILFILIAN was born in Vermont of

~ “cottish descent, and came to St. Anthony in
+855. There was no City of Minneapolis...
just a frontier village. (In 1855 the first
suspension bridge opened over the Mississippi.)

In 1860 he was admitted to the Minnesota Bar,
and at the time of his death he was Dean.
Also, in 1860 he became City Attorney for St.
Anthony, serving four terms. Three years
later he served four terms as County Attorney.

During these years he drafted a bill for the
organization of a school board which eventu-
ally developed the current school system-of
Minneapolis, and for ten years he served on
the school board.

In 1880 Governor Pillsbury named Mr. Gilfillan
a Regent of the University of Minnesota. As
Chairman of the Regents he was instrumental in
bringing Cyrus Northrop to Minnesota to suc-
ceed Dr. Folwell. As a member of the State
Senate Committee on University lands, he di-
rected the negotiations for the sale of the
old experimental farm and the purchase of the
present site near Como Park. A gift in 1901
of $50,000 for the purpose of aiding needy and

_deserving students through the University has

g borne Mr. Gilfillan's name.

He was part of the law firm of Lochran, McNair
and Gilfillan. He served for a decade in the
State Senate. 1In 1908 he compiled the "History
of the University of Minnesota" for the State
Historical Society, and also prepared a pam-
phlet regarding controversy over the naming of
"Minneapolis". He served one term in the Forty-
Ninth Congress. He was President of the First
National Bank for a year, and also served as
Chairman of the Board. 1In 1921 he was the
oldest practicing attorney in Minneapolis.

His wife, Rebecca, dieg in 1883, and in 1893
he married Lavinia Coppack. They made their
home in Minneapolis with his three surviving
children, John Jr., James, and Janet. (A

fourth, Robert, apparently died in infancy.)
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—~The Gilfillans maintained a large
(60" = 40") "Victorian'" home: at
Parkers Lake in Plymouth. The first
Floor had 6 rooms; 3 fireplaces and
a bathroom; second floor 5 rooms,

2 fiveplaces and 2 bathrooms; third
floor 4 rooms and a fireplace.

French and English tile decorated the
walls, there was a huge kitchen and
a butler's pantry. A Dutch windmill
on the roof served as a weather vane.
Other features included a power

North and West of Parkers Lake Gilfillan
built a log cabin for his boys (15' x 30
with a stone fireplace, which some said,
"It served as a retreat from their step-
mother's parties!”

Miles Dickey of Wayzata contracted to
build the cabin for $300, and James W.
Creelman, neighbor to the south, helped
build the fireplace. The wooded areawas
called a "deer park", and in the fall

of the year, the hunters hung their

e v ol ey e e Tl Bt bounty from the rafters of the cabin.
quarters, livery barns, a swing and

a grape arbor.

|lGilfillan to Earle Brown who "gave"

I = ot :

the property to the City of Minneapolis. R Ly B

The home was occupied by the Birong

family until the brick home was built. |

(Lot Edipflsqa rvging Berme)

BICTURES i

(*) More detail is available as to

this chronology.

PLANS OF PLYMOUTH H.S.
and PLYM.PARK DEPT. ...
FOR RESTORING/RELOCATING

THE CABIN to a park
location.
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:Jurist Replies to Assertions

Judge J. B. Gilfillan Dé-

. Women and QEEH@P

Defended by Lawyex

——

clares Laws Here Protect

Assailing the Alleged.
Discrimination. . '

—t 5

‘itations From the Laws-,
the State Given to ‘&

R 2

(3 .
. Judge Jokn B. Gilfillag has .o.oB\
the defshse of the lawy§ of Minne:
pertainihp to women and children, ¢
T.c.,‘oi..rﬁ the statement made in
advertisemellt for the production

o suffrage play by Mrs. Virginie Bly

in The Tribune of Sunday. Jan, 17.
an_ interview, Judge Gilfillan said:
‘“Untley the , captiom, ‘Minnesy
Statutes Dis¢riminate Against Womas
in The Tribune of last Sunday, I foun
‘he followingz: ‘It is true that thierc
wre laws on our statute books that defi-
aitely diseriminate "against woman,
sspecially the mairied woman, g
yard to both her property and her chil
jren. We, arve” always told proudly
that Minnesota has an equal guardian-
ship law. We have not. It is equal
only s¢ far as the custody and con-
trol of the education of the child i
scocerned. A mother cannot in Minne- |
sota represent her child in court during
the life time of the father. Ske cannot!
bring action for injury to the child
if the father is alive. ~A mother can-
10t bring action for the scduction of
1er daughter if the father is living.
e méc hugband ean control and
will away the joint earnings of himself
and wife. The wife cannot do this.
Joint earnings in this ease arc under-
stood to mean that the wife is eonduct-
ing the home and rearing and boearing
children also earns. If the wife dies
¢ husband has their_entire
On the death of the hus ;b
has only onc-third. At the wife’s
_the husband becowes absolute:
a1 of the homestead., On the death
’ the wife hus only ol

and, the

3
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“the miuerity of
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it duving
a1t

quire, and perty overy
tlon, and the v ex, and p
and ull av contracts

free from the L of her

! frowm liabili 0

as f 3

e Minnesota Statutes.

01t would seem to one somewhat fa-
eiliar with es of Minnesota
tha ¢ are

Biearing upon

mattet:
TH2-—Wo
existence

woman s ion of alil
hep r and does
I {o the

courts in her own name protection or
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ind all

e
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ried woman, .
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except
be »

GermanVenomT oém&\/Bmiom
- Real, Merchant’s Letter Shows

this lie _u%.os:wum our cables and by

Kaiser Didn’t Start War, : .
closing our mails. ;
‘“As T said before, we had very bad

!Neither Did Military, He |,. : )
. i tinres, particularly in eonsequence of

shwwow\é. oe Gilfillan.: ithe inhuman, cruel blockade against a

; : ek ey whole people which never before was

—_—y exercised in such a -mean - way. The
German people and my family, too, suf-
fered by hunger, and our food wags
poor for years. Meat, butter and fats
we are still without today.

‘“Also I must say, we are very angry
about Mr. Wilson’s attitude in * the
quarrel; America began by delivering
lots of war ammunition and all kinds
of tools of war {o our enemies and ends
ed by turning entirely on the side of
England. |, What had we to do with
America ghd America with us? :

Situation Very Bad Again.
‘At present our situation is very

\vid

About m.cn.wmww.m.. mw when Judge and
Mrs. J. B..Gilfillan sfent some months
in Dresden, they hadf business dealings’
with a merchant gfhich were not con-
cluded ﬂmmp.r»&,%. war broke out. Mr.
Gilfillan has recently had correspond-
ence with this German merchant and
is in receipt of a letter which is illumi-
nating as to the attitude of the aver-
age German toward America and the
rest of the world and informing as to
conditions which obtain at the present ! bhad again; my business with foreign
time in the capital of Saxony. countries is entirely ruined, because

Merchant Writes as Follows. our textile goods cannot be worked;

After a few. business preliminaries, | ib is impossible to get and import ma.z
this linen merchant writes as follows  terials of flax or cotfon—and’ this is
ander date of (November 24: . - yexactly what England wanted.

““Indeed/we 'have very bad and very| ‘‘How inhumanly we are xow treat-
hard times behind us and may be-that{ed by the Eniente. That/you may

) perceive by the retaining df our poor
Nobody in Germany wished for 400,000 prisoners of war in/France and

we shall have still worse ones before

us. 3 ®
war, not the keiser, nor the military, Dy the making up of a new blockade
nor the people. The ring around us;in the Ostsea (east sea)’ by England.

vrected by France, England and Russia: ‘‘You are writing of yéur high prices
and heavy

forced us to strengthen our military for everything gL your
powers, but only for defense sake. Wag taxes, and this we arg sorry to hear.
that correct or not for a nation being Everything is terribly expensive here,
placed in the center of Europe, sur- and no money to buy from foreign
rounded by enemies? Those powers en- countries on account of our bad rate
tered into the wan for 'quite different’ of exchange; not to mention the
purposes than nrmw/gmnmum& all over heavy taxes which our enemies are go-
the world, namely for purposes of self- ing to press from our people. So we
interest. France wighed for Alsace, are just standing before a new famine,
Lothringen and more if possible. Eng- with a Jot of jeering enemies around
land for bringing down our industry us who wish to ruin us entirely by
and commerce, Russia wanted Constan-  taking away the few good things r
tineple and other ao_ES.,_Mmm. ‘result of the famous treaty of -
‘“We wanted peace, peace, péace! and : which has been entirely changes
uo war!!! But England carefully ! Wilson’s first sketch into ar
57 =ad.out"M=qver the world the grand mean revenge. I think that
“hat we hid begun ilie war and undersiand that, aftér all
" was boSy enough in maintain cannot be verv friendlv
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John Bachop Gilfillan.

Founder of Public School
System, Came- to St: An-
thony 69 Years Ago.

Was Stete Legislatoi', Mem-
ber of Congress and

University Regent

John Bachop Gilfillan, oldest member,

of the Minnesota bar, one of the .found-
ers of the Minneapolis public school
systein, university regent, legislator,

member of :Congresg and an outstand .

ing figure in civie affailrs for nearly 70
years, died at his home, 222 Clifton
avenue, Tuesday night. He was 89
years old. b

Coming to St. Anthony from New
England as a young mian of 20, Mr.
Gilfillan had observed the growth of
Minneapolis from a frontier village to
a metropolitan city and had participat-
ed to an unusual degree in shaping
its destinies. and contributing to its
a cement. A distinguished lawyer,
h :rved his adopted community as
one of its first city attorneys and later
as 'a member of Lochren, MceNair &
Cilfillan, brought the city into promi-
nence as the home of one of the Best
known legal firms of pioneer days.

Sl .1""—“‘

Well Known as 'Educator'.
Aside from his law practice, Mr. Gil-
ifillan was perhaps best known for his
contributions to the advancement of
education in the city and state. - He

" came West as a teacher and taught

Efor a number of years in.the typical
! school of a pioneer district.” In 1859
"\Mr. Gilfillan successfully agitated . the
matter .of establishing graded schools,
having previously organized the Me-
chanics Institute and served as one of
its officials., He drafted the bill for
the organization of a school board in
St. Anthony under which a system of
graded schools wag orgavized and upon
which the present public school system
has heen built. Mr. Gilfillan was ap-
pointed a member of the first school
board and served for alinosi 4 decade.

In 1880, Governor Pillsbury named
Mre. Gilfilen a regent of the University
of Minnescta, on which board he served
for eight years and declining resppoint.
ment, continued in an advisory capacity
for .many years.. As chairman. of . the
regent committee appointed to select a
successor to Dr. W. W. Folwell, Mr.
Giilfillan was instrumental in bringing
Dr. Cyrus Northrup.to the university
as its sccond president. While serving
as . member of the state Senate com-
mittee on University lands, Mr. Gilfillan
directed the negotiations for the sale of

Lhe old e\Delimental farm dnd the pur-
el \

: vthe present ‘farm? site near
Como park, a trangaction which result-
!ed' in ‘an important. increase jn facili-
ties-for the institution. '; /
¥ Guﬁllan ‘made 4 gift of $50;000
"to the university’ J‘edents in 1901 fot
the- es,tablishment of a'-loan fund to
assist ‘needy and .déserving. students
i John B. Gilfillan was born -of Scotch
ancestry February 11, 1835, in Barnet,
Caledgnia ' county, -Vermont. His early
youth was spent on a farm and he at-
tended district. schooi . until 12 years
old and the family movegd to Peacham,
Vt., where he entered--the  Caledonia
County Gramntar school, the first -in-
dependent state endowed institution i
Vermont and one on a par With the

fioted New IEngland academies jof thdt

time. Mis rapid progress enabled M.
Gilfillan to become a teacher at 17 and

through that work he was preparing:
to -enter ‘Dartmouth college when In:

1855, he. came.to St. Anthony to vxsxt
Mrs. Johin Martm, his sister,.. -

; Decxdmg to rémain . here, Mr Gi_lﬁllan :

obtamed -4 position as a teacher and
devoted his leisure time to reading law.

When his school term-was completed he.

became a law clerk and student. in the
office of Nourse & Winthrop and.after-
ward in that of Lawrencef/and Loch-
ren.~In ‘1860, Mr.- Gilfillan./ as admitted
t6 the Minnesota bar of fhich. he was
the dean at the time of:higideath.

Forms Law Partnership.

His first law partner was James . R.
Lawrence and later he joined with Wil-
liam Lochren and W. W."McNair, under
the firm name ot Lochren, McNair &
G *llan. ~ The. successtul requity and
provate practice- of ' this - pioneer firm
whig_:h continued. for 14 years, brought
it into prgmmence throughout the en-”
tire Northwest its' work in a’ group of
m ~ortant- <will .cases attracting. wide
n- n'e - and establishmg‘
ak ‘e“e ‘of “the: outstandmg legal firms
of the West. -

fEollowing the death oE McNair
and tHe appolnuitent ~v. .. ‘Jucm-en
to the" district bench, Mr: Gilfllan be-!
came “dgsoclated -with Henry C. Belden
and™Charles ‘A. Willard, this partner-
shlp continuing until Mr.-Belden's ele-
vation®to the bench. 14 years later. Mr.
Gilfillan then practiced with Charles A.
and ’ Stephen-"Willard, under the firm
name of. Gilflllan, "Willard - & ‘Willard
until the former was appointed judge f
the supreme court of the-Philippine isl-
ands. Until his retirement some years
ago, Mr.. Gilfillan practiced "alone.

EIected City Attomey ;

“Soéon after .his admission to ‘the bar,
Mr. Gilﬁllan was elected- city attorney
LSt Anthony, and served 1n that ca-'
vacity four years. In’ 71863 was
thosen county attorney, -ahd was three
imes re-elected to that office. "Mr. Gil-
lllan was elected to the state Senate
yn the Republican ‘ticket 'in 1875, and
jerved in that-body. for a decade. From
he time of his election-td the £:nate,
he was chairman of the judiciary com-
miittee and ‘was its chairman forseight
years. ~ Mr. _Gilfillan also served as a
mémber: of: *he committees Oon. tax laws
and’ taxes, finance and university and
URIvVErSity? Tands. As chairman of the
tax commiltece he compiled ‘these laws
into. & code whicH even .yet ig-the basis
for the revenue laws of -the state. In
183 MG it an A elbotedto ~the
Forty -ninth Congxess‘,on the. Repubh
can’itjeket andserved: o‘de 't fm.

Aside from his-law practice and work
in.the T.egislattre, Mr. Gilfillan cdime
into ‘business. prominence through his
service. as president of ;he First Na-
tional bank. After retning from the
premdency “of this institutzon, he Dbe-
caime chairman of lts board of direc-
tors. = :

:Compiled : Hxstory of Umversu,y

In addition-"to - his contrxbutxons to
education and- work in behalf "of the
university, Mr. Gilﬁllan-vin 1908 com-
piled the “History. of the Umversuty of
Minnesota” for the Minnesota State
Historical society.. He ;also. -published
an historical pamphlet settmg forth the
evxd\nce in the controxersy rega.rdmg
the naming of Minneéapolis." ,,;f“

Mr Gllﬁllan was marned to sts Re-

becca ,Oorse Oliphant of. Fayetn

ty, Pennsylvania, January 20, 18

their family of five children, ‘three
and’ a- daughter. survive thelr fat.
Théy'ave Mrs. Edward Avery of Ne
Fork city, -John B.. Gilfillan, - :J%., - Min-
néapolis; James Gilfiilan, Bend, Ore.,
and Robert Gllﬁﬂan Mrs Gilfillan died
March 25," 1884.._ On' June 28, 1893, Mr.
Gilfillan was married to’ Mlss Hannah
Lavinia Coppock




* -, daughter of John De Laittre, who came
!t to Minneapolis in 1865, and Miss Ruth

QSLdeI".LS w1th whom Judge

Y

“since- 1898, ‘Up to that time it
- "hagd been ‘the  custom fo- the older resi-
dents’ to ga.ther each year in ‘the middle
_of October but with the thmnlng of
" the ranks, the custom of meetmg ‘an-
nua\lly was dropped 25 .years ago. - I
sAmong 'the callers,. were Dr." William
Watts - Folwau pres;dent emeritus of

/_\"the Univérsity of Minnesota; Dr. Ly-

© sander..P.;Foster, T. B. Walker, T. B.
Janney, E C. Gale, Frank T. Heffel-
finger, Dr. M. D. Shutter, Dr. John T.
R shifell, ' . M. Prince, F. A. Cham-

p. berlain C T. Jaffray, B. . Nelson and

"{ Fred 'B., Snyder.

Ea}ly F'umhes Bepresented
At the reception Mrs. Giifillan was as-

<13ted by threes women who are des:.

\ cendants -of, early families in Minne-
abohs. They were . Mrs. Cl1arles Pills.
“bury, granddaughter -of Col. John S.
; Stevens, who built the first house in
; Minnéapo]is: Mrs. Horace ' Ropes,

» Hull, granddaughter of W. W. McNalir,
iWho was Judge' Gilfillan’s law partner
i B0 years ago.

for the special .interest of his as-.
.sociates in ‘the ¥irst National bank,

"f.

¥ ;WIL- Gilfillan recalled at the reception

i the :trying days -of the panic of 1857,
thl"h occurred just two years after
Jihe came up the Mississippi river on the
“Lady ' Franklin.” Y Seps

also dozens of descendantS' ’

: ,f‘_ " Recalls Panic, of 1807

John B. Giifillan.

SeBholio e owing - fast
Gilfillan sald, “and peopie were
ot 6 Talte - tligy s ety

«government afler passage of - the act
iprovidlng for incorporation. Times
t'were trying, and it seemed that no one
Tknsw what the outceme would be.

I rgmember that no one ever ac-
cepted paper money, checks or certifi-

‘ ica.w‘i without first, referring to a di-

tory cf some sort When we were
SBhven money we swould always refer
«“ to Thompson’s bank note directory, to
ske If it was good, just as one would
.gongulf a telephone directory today.”

The" ploneer lawyer took: delight in
telling -about the construction of the
ﬂrst suspension budge_across the river
_‘1-—-& bridge which Judge Gilfillan con-
«lends wag the rst to span the Mississip-
‘p1 river from the gulf to its source.

5 First Bridge in 1855.

“The bridge was firs: opened to the
,public on July 4, 1855, Judge Cilfillan
vsald,  “They nad experienced a good
“deal of trouble building it, and once it
twas almost destroyed by a tornado. I
tremember that after it was construct-
~ed. thers had been much satisfaction
fbeca,usa the builders had been able to

.span the river without putting piling

‘in the river. They were afraid that
iﬂoating logs and ice would damage the

_ thridge.”
. i In his reminiscences, Judge Gilfillan

’traced the start of the milling indus-
tly. He pointed out that the first mill
lwag built in 1820 by the governmert
.iat Fort Snelling. There was a farm
inear the mill where grain was raised.
ig‘ e zaid he clearly recalled when the
iMinneapolls Mill comprny—acquired
[ Wednesday by the Northern States
Power company—wag first organized
in 1856, when Willlam D. Washburn
came to the city and was appointed
ssecrefary and agent of the company.’

Settled in' 8f. ‘Anthony,

7 When Mr, Gilfillan came up the river
jBt the age of 20 he had no intention
~of remaining in Minneapolis. IIe had
|\'been raised in Vermont and was being
L*prepa,red for Dartmouth college In
torder to contribute to his own support
L'ne bega.n teaching school, and he struck

i rouL for Minneapolis to visit his sister,

‘Wh‘s. John Martin, and with the inten-
ition ‘of getting a job teaching before
‘he returned’ to college. :
o The position wasg obtained and the
;:attra.ctions of the growing village of
.St “Anthony became so strong that he
deplded to remain. He studied law and
;was admitted to the bar five years after
lhe reached St. Anthony. In 1871 the
T\firm of Lochren, MeNair and Gilfillan
tywas formed. This was the leading law
ﬁrm in ‘the city for many years.
i -..Juage Gilfillan drew up the bill for
{4h® organizatjon . of the St. Anthony
« school board. jHe was a member of the
{Board of Regents at the University for
eight years, starting in 1880. Ile way
!county attorney from 1863 to 1867 and.
Jagrin from 1869 to 1871 and from 1873
to 1875. He served for 10 vears in the
istate legislature, anu a member of
iCongress from 1885 to 1887.



JohnB. Gilfillan
Funeral Will Be
Held on Friday

.u_LAa.La.ng, :

Tt
Serv1ces to Be: Condllgted at

Family Residence at
2:30 P. M.

. Gilfillan, dean of the Minnesota bar
and a prominent figure in educational
-and legislative circles of Minneapolis
and the state for many years, who died
Tuesday, - will be held at 2:30 p. m. Fri-
day at the family residence.

The services will be conducted by

Funeral services for John Bachop

7 ennE Gilh
| There were giants h TS
Minnesota was being settled, When 'VIlnne-
apolis. was being founded-and built. " Most of
them came from New England, a sturdy, up-
standmg lot. Among them was young John—
B. Gilfillan, a4 Vermonter of Scotch ancestry.
He had prepared to. enter Dartmouth, and
came out here fo visit his, sister. But Min-
nesota lald her charm upon him, and the op- |
portunities in the young city-to-be beckoned ! !
him. So he spent the remaining seventy °
years of his long and useful-life here. ] y
He studied law and practiced it. He served
in -ma places—as Clty Atto:ney, as County
Attorney, as State Senator, as Conglessman

\He had the Yankee faith in the virtues of®

education, and translated it inte \VOI‘]&S He
mtxoduced the graded school in St. Anthlonw
'He ‘served as Regent of the Umversmf He
\hehcri establish the Farm School. “He gave

theRev: John E. Bushnell, pastor of
Westminster Presbyterian church, and
burial will be at Lakewood cemetery.
The active pallbearers will be- F. B.
“Wells, ¥. T. Heffelfinger, Dr. John But-
{ ler, Jobp §. Pillsbury, Dr.- Oscar Owre

|out of his abundance for the benefit of those
struggling for an «?\\,d.t;on‘

Mr. Gilfillan” ‘ed'a busy. life, and it ran
. parallel to that of his beloved City. He is
jdlmost the last of the great figures-of its
and - P. D, MeMillan, - The honorary | early history. To the’last day of his long
ak 5 will ‘be F. M. Prince, F. A. i and well ordered life he did not lose interest
ain;: Di. W. W, Foh‘ved John gin its development. And now his life is
')fzed 5 P‘i&usguri:ogngé' ;illg};uxlju?anﬁls %ended but the fruits of his service will in-
'F Bell, C. D. Velie, C. C. “Vebber, ¥ | crease with the grewth and strength of the
i | City and State. In our annals his name will
[
!

B. Snyder, Dr. A. A Law, Dr John 'W

Bell, T. F', Wallace, Horaco mn George live, together with those of the fOUHdEIS who,
F. Orde, F. G. Winston, A. C. Cobh, T. like him and with him, have Wrouvht nobly
= B, “‘all\el B, F. Nelson, F‘ L. Smith and well in their day and age.

"and E. C. Gdle

Minneapolis owes more to Mr. " G1lﬁ11ans sense of
civic responsibility than it can ever ‘acknowledge It
is the common fate of the pioneer to be forgotten in
the more pressing welter of the present. History is
not popular reading, but the indifference and ignorance
of new generations can never efface the facts.

‘Bench and bar alike held Mr. Gilfillan in special

‘reverence. His legal ability was marked, his integrity
;a4 byword. He was the type of lawyer that lawyers
‘delight to speak of as representative of the best of
their guild. He had the qualities of mind and heart
which at once command respect and evoke affection.
7 When Mr. Gilfillan came to this part of the country,
sthere was no Minneapolis. He settled himself as a 1ad
‘of twenty in St: Anthony. Before the Civil war, even,
he was drafting a bill for the organization of a school
board under which a system of graded schools might be
brought inte existence. It was upon this founda

J.uuuuuuuu

ut of that s»ave “of hfe commonly known ‘as
‘In My, Gilfillan -the city ‘was witness to a
.‘mental -energy that never: ﬂavged though it
un tloned for a generatlon beyond, the allotted span-
hree score and ten. There is something amazing
,he spectacle of a vitality which the years seel—. in
n to. erode W \A’J’"" ?‘\'~ that the elaborate schonl system of the Minneapolis
What a full life was Mr. -Gilfillan’s! (A ge did not g oy I\‘ mrp e pmemV s
ome to him hecause he feared te spend himself freely. sililan u L i A i

a fegeui o the

Tt was not the result "of any selfish conservation of
~';physlua_l and mental energy. He did not believe in
'.'genu'l‘i.ouﬂy storing .up vitality. On the ‘contrary he
‘Jived with an abundance of well directed zest. There
j'wz.s never an unemployed moment in his long life.
Every hour of the day was filled with purpose, public
‘and private. Minneapolis never had a more devoted
son than it had in Mr. Gilfillan. To him Minne-
apolis was not merely a geographical point, where fate
.‘l’l;d fixed his existence. . It was a living force, a
sublimated entity, something to love, to strive for, and
to improve. To him his city was as a church. It was
a noble symbol to which he dedicated his services. Had
somebody told him that one’s city was a mere political
and economic unit in which one found one’s self either
through the chance of birth or the vicissitudes of wan-
défi’ng, Mr. "Gilfillan would not haye understood what
the language meant. -So materialistic a view would
have been incomprehensible to one of his idealistic
' temperament.

the regent’ coramitice anpointed to select « successor

T Dr. Folwell, Mr, Gilfillan was instrumestal in hii ing.

ing Cyrus Northrop to Minnesota. While serving as
a2 member of the state Senate eccmmittee on University
lands, he directed the negotiations for the sale of the
old experimental farm and the purchase of the present
site near Como park. A gift of $50,000 for the purpose
of aiding needy and deserving students -through the
University has long borne Mr. Gilfillan’s name. He
served for a decade in the state Senate.” In 1908 he
compiled the “History of the University of Minnesota”
for the State Historical society. He selved one term
in the Forty-ninth Congress.

Mr. Gllﬁllans life was one as broad as it v-as long.
A life of such rare values and of such rich complete-
ness is not often given to the world. In Mr. Gilfillan

. Minneapolis has lost more a father than a son. A man

like that is too unique to be replaced. Fortunately his
memory cannot and will not die. -



