James Rooney

This pioneer was borm_ in Carle County, Ireland in 1821. Like é great many other
pioneers he was enthused about new adventures and riches of & new country. He
evidently was a farmer in Ireland as that was his vocation the rest of his life in
the United States. He venturedto the New Wlorld in 1346, landing in New York and
immegdiately set forth to farm near Utica, New York. He knew what he wanted and went
straight toward his ambitions.His brothérs, two of them, came to the United States
a little later but journeyed straight on to northern Michigan and were never heard
from again.

James farmed for ten years in New York State and during that time he met and
married a pretty Irish miss, Bridgett Mc Caul, also from Ireland. She was born in
about 1825, When théirifirst-child was about two years old, a daughter, Mary Annm,
they decided to go to Califormia sbove all places. After traveling by train from
Utica, New York to Dubuque, Iowa, they embarked om a river steamer and came to
St. Anthony. Bridgett was very weary and heavy with pregnancy so she was willing to
compromise and teke Minnesota for California. Her husband James set forth from St.
Anthony with assistance from the United States Government Office, then located in
St. Anthony and found a piece of land which delighted him in Plymouth and Medins
Townships. He immediately returned to St. Anthony and purchased with cash the
following property:on:April 3, 1856; SW 1/4 of SW 1/4 of Section 7 and the NW 1/4 of

NW 1/4 of Section 18 in Plymouth Township. In Medina Township the same day and with

the same entry number 1431 he purchased the SE /4 of SE 1/4 of Section 12 and the .

NE 1/4 of NE 1/4 of Section 13. In all his land comprised 160 acres, judging now,

a fine location right on the edge of the town of Hamel, Minn., on a new super high-

Way and near a large metropolis. What better choice could he have made:but of course
unconscious of what the future held., An Irish man named Tuey located directly south

of him on a farm purchased the same year but in the month of August. Perhaps he was

a friend, being of the same nationality and religion. Like nationalities settled
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together and it must have been rather comforting to have a good Irish friend
near amongst the Germsn , French.and English settlers in that territory. Also
since Bridgett expected another child who was James, born in 1856 it was
a blessing to have a good friend near in a erisis like that.'This is all sup--
position but from a little information later, I belie?e this must be true.
Next child born was John in 1860, Thomas in 1866 and Eliza born in 1868. Besides
these children Bridgett had two infants who died very young and were buried on
the home farm.

A very good and unusual story is told by the grandson Earl Rooney, who in
turn was told by his father and uncles and it is supposed to be true. James
Rooney Sr. had built his home of tamrack logs which he obtained north of his farm.
He had elready completed his home and was going to build a barn. He stepped out of
the hduse and hitched up his ox;n when he spied two men busily engaged in cutting
and making & place to build a cabin and of all places, right on James Rooney's land.
That piece of land is just where the La Point property is now inVHamel ( 1954 )
Mr. Rooney did a lot of thinking, but took his oxen and cart or sled and proceeded
to go after his logs. When he returned later, the men were still busy. James
unhitched the team, put them in whatever place he kept them and went into the house.
He ogtained a bottle of whiskey, not to entertain those men, oh, no, got a pistol
and out he went. He went right to the men agking what they were planning on doing.
They informed him they were building a cabin and had the right to do so, They in
return were informed that the land belonged to Mr, James-Rooney and to cease building.
The two men refused and continued,‘James just took the bottle ofrwhiskey from his
pocket and took a ( made believe ) big " snort " and lay the bottle down. Then he
proceeded to pick up his pistol and the two men, seeing the big " snort " and pistol,
knowing not when the whiskey would take effect and the pistol working, raced away

toward St. Anthony. Later James Rooney heard throneh grapevine telegraphy that the
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two intruders thought they would pay back Mr. Mooney in like manner and proceeded
te buy whiskey and plenty, together with guns, they started for Mr. Mooney's farm.
But they imbibed too freely with what James had msde believe and got to quarreling
between themselveé and one man shot the other maﬁ's arm off, Finis,

 The method of transportation to the farm from St. Anthony with his wife and
family made it wonderful for a settler to be convenienced. He bought a team of
oxen and had forsight to equip himself with a covered wagon in which they lived
until living quarters in his cabin were complete. In all the stories I have heafd
of settlers here in Plymouth, I have never héard that, ?erhaps others did but it
was never mentioned by descendents. Maybe that California vision included a covered
-wagon and this part was what materialized of it. Plymbuth Toﬁnship~was all +the richer
for this as she gained another pair of gdod eitizens.

With so many young people around,there was bound %o be parties and get togethers.
Dancing and gémes were the main forms of entertainments. These parties were held
in homes and barns and were furnished masic by John and Thomas,itwo of James's sons.
Thomas was famous for both fiddling and calling off équare danceg and ﬁgg% in
great demsnd. ‘ v \

Vivian and Earl Rooney ( 1954 ) grand daughter and gﬁand son of James and Bridget
tell of. the difficulties thendld settlers had in attending church. As priesiswere
missionary priests and church was héld in homes until cabins could be built for
church purposes, the James Rooney family atténded mass where ever it happened to be,
It is lnown that mass was‘held ing the Ahdrew Jordan home near Rooney's and it is
possible they attended there, When Holy Name church, a rude byilding by Hansmen
Leke, was erected, the Rooneys: happily atténded mass at that place. tater when
St. Anne Church was built at Hamel, there of course you found the Roomeys.

We often hear of the physical hardships of these settlers but should we not contem—

plate their mental discomfort when unable to obtain sacraments of the church when

; v
- needed. They were very devout people and church and schools were deemed a necessity .



At the time of the Indian uprising in 1862, James Rooney took his wife and
children to St. Anthony. There is some vague rememberance on the part of the
grandchildren, Vivian and Farl, that the Roomneys went teo Ossep to stey with the
Fureys or gomething to that effect. This is where I commect the possibility of Tuey,
the family in Plymouth, south of the Rooney farm. The pronumciation was vague
in their minds and so was the spelling but they may have been a part of the Tuey
family next to whom they lived. James left his family in either Osseo or St. Anthony
for safety and returned to spend the days and nights in the tall brush, looiiﬁg for
Indians and troublé. Neither materialized to their relief, James was armed with
his pistol and was really ready to defend his home. All other settlers ﬁere on
the alert as was James Rooney and gome left and nevef came back, When this scare was
over, the wife and family réturned and life went on as usual. James had to go to-
St. Anthony for necessities and took two days for the trip with the oxen. It took
much less time to go by foot but carrying provisions upack:-back, wasn't too eas&
either, James's wife and children usually steyed at home as they were too small and
the trip was too strenuous . She must have been very brave to face lonliness and
fear of Indians while her husband was on these trips. It is not known when the
first horse was purchased.

+Indians used to-come and beg for food, especially white bread and offered
venison in exchange. But this became a nuisance at tiﬁes as flour had to be toted
a great distance and it was necessary to have flour on hand for food.One time two
Indians looked in for bréad ahd saw James's gun over the door frame. He decided to
own it and took it from its resting place. James ordered his wife to step into the
lean to and get his pistol. In the meantime James grappled with the Indian and managed
to make the Indian drop the gun. Ehenkﬁgg{xndigg4§a§WﬁhQ%wi€e,@i}h ?he pistol, he
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and his comrad departed rather hastily.
When John F Rooney became 32 gnd Jomes B 26, they purchased a farm in Minnetonka
Towvnship in the year of 1382. It was located in Section 3 and contained 200 acres.

These two young men batched it together, going back and forth between



their farm and their father's to assist with the work. Thomas stayed on ﬁhe home
farm with the father.John married Annie Rooney from Ireland in 1903. He was the
only boy in the family to marry. This couple had two children, Earl and Vivian
who gave the information for this story.

Mery Ann the eldest girl and child married Henry Mc Gihty of Minnetonka Town-
ship and son of a very early settler there. This'young man had just returned from
the Civil War and Mary Ann who was only 18 years of age and her husband settled
down to farming, Mc Ginty Road in Minnetonks Township is named after this Mc Ginty
family. They had four children, one of whom is still living .( 1954 ) This child

Mary Ann died in 1922,

is a daughter. Eliza the youngest daughter, went to Montana while quite young,
either to visit or work and there contracted pneumonia in 1903, She was to have
been married but her sickness and death ended that. She was buried in Montana.

James Sr. died in 1901 and his wife Bridget in 1895. Bothowere buried in Hamel.
John and Thomas also died in 1922 and James Junior in 1939. Three in this family
died within one year. Jéﬁes Junior who died in 1939 lived with the Rooney's in
Minnetonka Township a long time before hig death. »

The old Rooney farm was divided among the relatives, Vivian and Earl Rooney
still retaining 22 acres. They declare they will never part with them. The old
freme, James's first frame one, was built about 1870 or later, It was torn down
in just recent years.

John was treasurer of school district # 105 from 1906 to 1920. He was active in
public affairs and was highly respected as a neighbor and a helpful citizen, If
all the people in the community were as aware of the history of their ancestors
there would be much to relate. Viwvian and Earl Rooney had the advantage of listening
to their father and two bachelor uncles who at some time in their life always lived
with them, and they listened with intensity and were able to relate incident after
incident which makes information important. Never once did I hear " I am sorry but
I wish I had listened or written this down ." They did and are so very grateful

for what they do know about the Fooney family.



