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Preserving History 
 

The City of Plymouth is cleaning house.  They are going through stored documents and digitizing the 

material.  As a result they have been on the look out for any material that might be of interest to the 

Plymouth Historical Society and have saved some gems. 
 

 The first one was copies of the Plymouth Voter that was the forerunner of the City of Plymouth 

Newspaper we all receive today.  It was started in 1958 and published by a group of private 

citizens funded through donations.  They stopped publishing in 1970’s.  PHS had quite a few of 

the Plymouth Voters but this now completes the set and can be viewed at PHS.  The Plymouth 

Voter provides a glimpse into the happenings in Plymouths past.  Everything on local interest was 

reported on just like today.   
 

 A request a few months ago by our local newspaper that was putting together an article about 

City/Village Managers in Plymouth since Laurie Ahrens was retiring.  Everybody knew the first 

Village Manager died soon after he was hired but nobody could remember his name or the 

circumstances surrounding his death. The old Plymouth Voter of October 1970 came to the rescue.  

It was Angus Crawford who was hired August 25 and died December 5.  Jim Willis was then hired 

as reported in the May 1971 Plymouth Voter.  Here are excerpts from the Plymouth Voter. 
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 A big thanks goes out to City Staff who are keeping a sharp eye out for these historical artifacts.  

In cleaning out storage box there were two ledger books in the bottom.  These ledger books were 

used by the Town Clerk/Treasurer to list all income (from County, dance hall licenses, etc) and 

disbursement of the Township of Plymouth for services rendered.  One of the books was from 

1895 but in the back listed payments from 1881 to 1895 and the other covered 1931 to 1936. The 

ledger books identified all payments made for roadwork, charity, supplies, gopher bounty, etc.  

 

 They provide a wonderful glimpse into Plymouth’s past.  The list of expenditures isn’t large but 

you can be sure the discussions about taxes and spending probably weren’t very different than 

they are today.  The majority of expenditures were for road maintenance e.g. grading, bridge 

repair, hauling gravel, replacing culverts and road planks for wet/soft areas. The most interesting 

items were the significant amount of charity expenditures provided during the depression. The so 

called “Good Old Day” when life was simple but very hard.  The person or company is listed that 

was paid by check and the services provided. In the last column is the payment for those services. 

In some cases they mentioned the individual receiving the charity. 

 

 The old Town Hall was 10 years old in 1895 and Thomas Ditter was paid $23.00 to paint it.  The 

Ditter farm was just SW of the Town Hall approximately where the Plymouth Creek Center is 

located.  It should also be noted in a few lines above the reference to painting the town hall was the 

assessor’s 1895 yearly salary of $66.00 for John Hughes which was a part time function.  Below 

that are other items of interest.  The cleaning and scrubbing of the Town Hall cost $4.00 and 

Insurance was $1.46.  The Town Hall was heated with wood and periodically a full cord of wood 

at $7.00 per cord would be delivered. 

 

 

 
June 1895 

 

 
June 1932 

 

 
June 1935 
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 Gophers must have been a big problem after the land was cleared for farming. In the summer 

there are many listings of gopher bounties being paid but don’t know much was paid for each 

gopher tail.  These are excerpts from one ledger page of payments made in June 1932 with the 

family names that many will recognize. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 During the depression times were tough and Plymouth Township took steps to help their 

neighbors who were down and out.  One example is the Town Hall was a “food shelf” during the 

depression.  Per the Ernst Family remembrances of the depression.  Sacks of beans, flour, sugar, 

potatoes, etc. were made available by the Federal Govt. once a month. The basic commodities were 

hauled to the Town Hall and people in need were notified to come and pick up the food.  Pride 

made some reluctant to let their neighbors know they were in need.  As a result when the majority 

of staples were distributed, then Catherine Ernst would haul the rest to a store room they had at 

their farm.  She was on the school board and knew of families in need.  Also she would discretely 

contact others in need and have them stop by for coffee and visit awhile.  She then was able to 

distribute the balance of the basic food supplies.  The 1931–1936 Town Clerk book has many 

examples that covered everything from food, rent, fuel, medical services, and children needing 

shoes, clothes and even burial services.  If we didn’t have these records we wouldn’t know about 

our caring citizens looking out for one another so long ago. 
 

 
Room Board and Care 
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Charity provided January 1935 

 

 

 
 

 
Charity Burial of John Anderson 

 



5 

 

 
 This is the only picture taken circa 1916-1917 that PHS has of the stone arch bridge on Fernbrook 

Lane (Town Hall Road).  It was located just south of the Old Town Hall and Plymouth Creek 

flowed under the bridge. It was a well constructed bridge and lasted about 80 years up until the 

1970’s.  That was when Fernbrook Lane was widened and sewer/water installed under the road 

and creek. 

 

 We now know that it was constructed in August 1894 and who worked on the building of the 

bridge. The following are a few excerpts from the Town Clerks payment register.  It appears that 

Henry Mengelkoch was the primary stone mason as he was paid $121.50.  It appears the total cost 

of the bridge was around $350 - $400 as there were other payments for planks and hauling around 

that time but the register didn’t specifically mention the stone arch bridge.  
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Minnesota Flag History 
 

 

The first flag of the state of Minnesota was adopted in 1893; at that time a prototype flag was 

commissioned from the local embroiderer Pauline Gerhardin Fjelde, which won a gold medal at the 

Chicago World's Fair.  

 

                                 

The 1893 flag, designed by the Amelia Hyde Center of Minneapolis,
]
 was white on one side and light blue 

on the other. In the center was the state seal wreathed with white moccasin flowers, on a blue field. A red 

ribbon in the seal bore a motto, L'étoile du nord (French for "The North Star"). The years 1819 

(establishment of Fort Snelling), 1858 (statehood) and 1893 (adoption of the first state flag) appeared in 

gold around the state seal. "Minnesota" was written under the state seal in gold and 19 gold stars 

arranged in clusters to form the points of a star, representing the fact that Minnesota was the 19th state 

added after the original 13 states. 87 circles around the seal represent Minnesota's 87 counties. 

The flag was redesigned in 1957, eliminating the different-colored sides in favor of a blue field on both 

sides. This made the flag less expensive to manufacture and also more durable in high winds.  This 

opportunity was used to correct an error of the flowers used on the seal; instead of a Pink and White 

Lady's Slipper, the 1893 flag showed a variant that was not native to the state.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pauline_Fjelde
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1893_Chicago_World%27s_Fair
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minneapolis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_Minnesota#cite_note-govser-2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moccasin_flower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cypripedium_reginae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cypripedium_reginae
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Source: Wikipedia 

 

 

 

Lumber Jack “Wanabes” 
 

After the spring storm one of our PHS members Gene Heezen had a large tree come down in the back 

yard.  He thought it would be interesting to see how well large antique saws would work on the tree.  He 

offered to sharpen the antique saws but needed two lumber jacks to handle the tough job.  It didn’t take 

much convincing as we have two members, Ben & Vern that wanted to turn back the clock and become 

“Wanabe Lumber Jacks”.  They even dressed the part but found out just how hard of a job it was to earn 

a day’s wages in the “Good Old Days”. Just like the olden days the Lumber Jacks carried a rifle just in 

case they encountered an angry bear.  I think they might have been a little jumpy as there hasn’t been a 

bear in Plymouth for probably more than 75 years.  They thought they heard a bear and jumped into 

action but it was a false alarm. 
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Lease Agreement 

 
The Plymouth Historical Society has renewed a ten year lease agreement of the Old Town Hall with the 

City of Plymouth.  It is a continuation of the partnership with the City to preserve the history of 

Plymouth for generations to come.  The cost to PHS is one dollar for the ten year lease.  PHS is required 

to have a General Liability insurance policy which brings PHS within the guidelines established for like 

organizations.  

 

 

 
 

Diane Evans – City of Plymouth accepting PHS lease check 

Gary Schiebe – PHS receiving signed lease agreement 

 

 

New Open House Days 
 

Attention -- The Plymouth Historical Society Museum has added additional open house days.  We 

will be open the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month in the afternoon from 1:00 to 3:00 PM starting June 

2nd and running through October.  Don't miss out on this great opportunity to see the new exhibits and 

learn more about Plymouth's wonderful history.   

The Museum is located at 3605 Fernbrook Lane N, Plymouth, MN in the "Old Town Hall”. 

  

Website 
 

The Plymouth Historical Society has a web 

site.  The address is: 

 

www.plymouthmnhistoricalsociety.com 

  

                  Check us out! 

Note: All past newsletters dating back to 

1986 are available on-line in PDF format  

for viewing or printing. 
 

Donations 

 
Donated by the Mel & Betty Mastley Estate: 

 Black Fur Muff from 1890 in perfect  

condition  

 1940’s era Baby Buggy 

http://plymouthmnhistoricalsociety.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=7&Itemid=6
http://www.plymouthmnhistoricalsociety.com/
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Donated by Gene Heezen: 

 Model of Grandma’s Kitchen 

 Wall hanging of Mission Farms 

  Stable Nativity Scene 

 

Donated by City of Plymouth: 

 Copies of the Plymouth Voter 

starting from 1958 when it was first 

published. 

 Town Clerk Treasurers books from 

1931-1936 and 1895 with 

disbursements listed from 1881 to 

1895. 

 Framed pictures of the current City 

Hall before the major addition to 

house the Police Dept. 

 

Donated by Bill Sieloff  

  78 RPM Record Albums from the 

1930’s & 1940’s 

 WWI Army Helmet and misl. 

buttons and other items 

 

Donated by: Vern Peterson: 

 Plymouth's first, second and third 

fire paging monitors 

 Jon Pahl property flooding papers 

 

Donated by Plymouth Lions Club: 

 $500  

   

  

                                 
 

Meetings 
 

New - The Museum is also open the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 

Sunday of the month in the afternoon from 1:00 

to 3:00 PM during the Spring, Summer and Fall. 

 

The monthly business meetings are held on the 

4
th

 Monday of the month at 7 p.m. in the 

Plymouth Historical Society Building, located at 

3605 Fernbrook Lane North, Plymouth, MN.  

 

Open by special appointment in January, 

February & March 
 

 

Current Officers 
 

The following are the present officers: 
 

President Dennis Jacobson 763-972-0988 

Vice President Kay Bertrand, 763-249-0138 

Secretary Betty Jacobson   763-972-0988 

Treasurer Gary Schiebe 763-473-4889 

 

Mailing and Membership List 
 

 
 

 
 

If you are not a member and want to sign up or 

if you have any questions, please call: 

Kay Bertrand, 763-249-0138. 
 

The 2013 annual dues are: 

 Individual $10.00 

 Family $15.00 

 Individual Lifetime $100.00 

 Family Lifetime $150.00 
 

If you would like the newsletter delivered via  

E-mail please notify Kay Bertrand or send an e-

mail to:    info@plymouthmnhistoricalsociety.com 
 

If you do, it is a plus for both of us.  When you 

receive via e-mail it will be in color.  When sent 

by mail it is in black and white and costs PHS 

about $1.50 per copy to print and mail.

 

 

mailto:info@plymouthmnhistoricalsociety.com
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