3

o T

P

S0

SEPTEMBER 1991

VOLUME Vi

NUMBER 2

SEPTEMBER OPEN HOUSE HISTORY FEST

On Sunday, September 15th from 2-8 P.M,, the
Plymouth Historical Society will have an OPEN
HOUSE with the 1st Annual HISTORY FEST
sponsored by Sharon Anderson and Terry
Lessand of RE/MAX.

Schedule of Activities:

2:00 PM Dixieland Band 3:15 PM Dixieland Band

starts playing returns

and the Plymouth

Historical Society ~ 4:00 PM  Puppet Show .

is open for tours .

throughout the 4:15 PM Dixieland Band

afternoon.

5.00 PM - Last Puppet

2:30 PM The Goldentones Show

Senior Choir will
enchant us with
their music

3:00 PM Puppet Show

5:30-
6:00 PM

The Re/Max Hot
Air Baloon Lift
Off, weather
permitting.

$.50 hayrides throughout
the afternoon

Free pop and popcorn provided throughout the afternoon
as long as supplies last! ’

- OLD FASHIONED CHRISTMAS

IN PLYMOUTH

» - lt's not too early to plan ahead and
mark your calendar for the Fifth

~ Annual "Old Fashioned Christmas
in Plymouth", Sunday, December
8th, co-sponsored by the Plymouth Historical
Society and Plymouth Park Recreation
Department. It will be bigger and better than last
year, so watch for future announcements!

GARAGE
SALE

On September 12, 13 and 14th Plymouth
Historical Society will have a garage sale in the
Carriage House. The hours are 9:00 AM to 6:00
PM on Thursday and Friday and 9:00 AMto 12
Noon on Saturday.

If anyone has any items to donate for the garage
sale, please contact Myrtle Eckes at 545-6168.

BOARD OF DIRECTOHRS

The following is the present Board of Directors:

Name Telephone Term

Ben G. Broman 559-5721 1991-1994
Vern Doseth 559-3777  1889-1992
Myrtle Eckes 545-6168  1990-1993
Sharon Anderson 475-1974  1991-1994
Edith Hopperstad 473-3427  1990-1993
Bea Jordan Unlisted 1989-1992
Jack Malmstedt 473-4493  1990-1993
Joyce McCaughey 544-2656  1990-1993
Vern Peterson 559-2317  1989-1992
Dick Pouliot 569-9275 1990-1993
Barb Rasmussen 533-8444  1991-1994
Gary Schiebe 473-4889  1990-1993
Harvey Schiebe 545-6127  1990-1993
Adeline Schmidt 559-2459  1991-1994
Mable Swanson 545-7705  1991-1994

OFFICERS

The following are the present officers:

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Gary Schiebe
Vern Doseth

473-4889
559-3777

Sharon Anderson 475-1974

Harvey Schiebe

545-6127
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MAILING AND MEMBERSHIP LIST

If anyone would like to become a member of the
Plymouth Historical Soceity, please call Alberta
Casey, 559-9366. The annual dues are:
Individual $5.00, Family $7.50 and Lifetime
$100.00.

All of the people who have previously signed our
guest book have been added to the mailing list.
You will have to pardon us if we didn't get your
name or address exactly correct. If you have
any additions or corrections, please call Gary
Schiebe at 473-4889.

- & P

MUSEUM DONATIONS * * ' &

Large Qil Painting of Yosemite Falls donated by .
Florence Kardong. This was a wedding gift
given to Mr. and Mrs. Frank Schiebe in June of
1906. .The painting was a gift from Narcisse
(Nels) Garvais, a brother of Mrs. Frank Schiebe.

FAMILY HISTORIES

The Plymouth Historical Society has quite a few family histories on file. We welcome people to come
and look at them, which may help you trace family roots. The following is a copy of one of the

histories on file.

The family of Andrew Jordan. Left to right first row:
Anna and Francis, daughters of Anna, Andrew and
Eiizabeth. Back row standing: Daughter Anna and
Son Johi.

ANDREW JORDAN

Andrew Jordan was born May 20, 1812 at Cologne
Preusen, Prussia (now Germany). Little can be learned of
his early life except that his family was of the middle class
of farmers. He was married in Germany to Clara Kramer,
who was born in 1815, the exact date and place unknown.

Andrew and Clara had a total of eleven children, ten o
which were born in Germany and the last, Elizabeth, was
born in the United States. As much information as is
available on these children will follow in seguence later in
this history.

Five of the children born in Germany passed away there
apparently at young ages, since it is estimated they were
married about 1835 and Karl, the oldest, to arrive with
them, was twelve years old. One son died aboard ship on
the way to America and was buried at sea. This was one
of the unfortunate incidents in the life of Andrew and his
wife, one of which he often spoke with sorrow in later
years.

Andrew and his wife, Clara, arrived in the United States
with their four remaining children in 1852. Littie is known
of their crossing except it is noted they came by a "big
boat", very likely a large crude sailing vessel. The four
children were Karl, John and the twins, Anna and
Katherine.

The family landed in New York and from there migrated to
lllinois. The exact place where they settled in lllinois or
what Andrew did there as a means of iiving is not
recorded. Neither are my family incidents. They lived in
lliinois about three years.

In 1855, the family came to Minnesota by covered wagon.
This journey, no doubt, required several months since it ¥



estahlishwd they arrived here in the fall and no doubt left in
the spring or early summer. Andrew immediately started a
search for a piece of property to settle on and chose the
south half of the southwest quarter and the north haif of the
'southwest quarter, section 18 in Plymouth Township. He
filed a homestead claim to this property that same year.

Before winter set in, he had cut the timber, hewed the logs
and built a small cabin on the southwest shore of what was
known as Jordan Lake. This lake has now been drained
and what remains is a swampy bog, however, at that time it
was quite a good size lake with a small island to the west
of the Jordan cabin. It is reported the fishing was good too
and many of the family meals came from the fish that were
caught there.

The choice of site for the cabin had its practical side also in
that it served as a place to do the family wash and a place
to water the livestock and chickens.

The wooded area also abounded in wild game including
bear and deer. Andrew was an enthusiastic hunter and
provided a good share of the family's food with all sorts of
wild game.

Indians were quite common in the area and though no
incidents of actual damage or harm to property or family
were reported, they always dreaded their appearance.
- They were never sure if they were friendly or hostile and
since no one spoke their language, they never knew what
their intentions were.

It was in this cabin on August 10, 1858 that Elizabeth was
born, the last of the eleven children and the first to be born
in this country. :

In 1958, when the territorv of Minnesota became a state,
Andrew Jordan was appointed as the first constable of

Plymouth Township. He held this position for several

years, records do not show the exact dates.

On November 23, 1860, Andrew acquired title to the
property as required by the new Minnesota laws. The
records show the property was purchased on this date but
since he had already filed homestead rights in 1855, it is
presumed there was a fee that had to be paid to the state.

In the same year, work was begun in cutting and hewing
_ the logs for a new house. All cutting and hewing was done
by hand and all logs used were of red or white oak. The
house was completed in 1861. It was a log frame structure
with log rafters, the roof was covered by roof boards and
shingles and the sides covered by sheathing and siding. - It
was considered a rather new type of construction and a
forerunner of our present buildings. This house was
located on the south side of the Perkinsville Road about
three fourths mile west of Highway 101.

Andrew moved his family into this new house in the
summer of 1861, where they lived until his wife, Clara, died
on November 2, 1867. She was buried at Holy Name
Cemetery, Medina, Minnesota.

In 1871, he was married to Gertrude Timmers, who was
born in Sittard, Holland on April 19, 1852. She came to the
United States when she was ten years old. It is known that
her crossing was also made in an old type vessel and took

59 days. She died in Wayzata on November 23, 1932 and

was buried at Holy Name Cemetery, Medina.

Eight children were born of this marriage. They were

Katherine, who died at the age of four as a result of a
reaper accident, Anna, Andrew, Mary, Katherine (who was
renamed after the first Katherine killed in the accident
mentioned), John, Theresa and Elizabeth. The death of
Katherine was another incident which caused a deep
sorrow in Andrew's life. He was operating the reaper
himself, one of the first horse drawn reapers of that time,
and did not see the little girl who had walked into the grain
field. As the reaper passed over her, it amputated bother
her legs. Little medical aid was known or available in
those days and the child died from loss of blood.

To return to the history of the children of the first
marriage...

Karl was born in Prussia about 1840. He came to the
United States with his parents in 1852. He died at the age
of 22 during the Civil War and buried in St. Anthony.

John was born in Oberhausen, Germany on January 16,
1845. He also came with his parents in 1852. In 1864 he
enlisted in the 8th Minnesota Volunteer Regiment and was
mustered out May 16, 1865. He returned to Plymouth
Township and married Mary Anna Wiedenbach on
November 10, 1868, who was born in Dahlenbach Frier
Preusen, Germany on January 10, 1849. In 1871, he
bought the farm where Mathias Jordan now lives. Twelve
children were born to them, John and Andrew died in
infancy, Mary, died at five years old, Elizabeth, John, Alex,
Herbert, Michael, Mary, Mathias, Laura and Clara. In 1874
he was elected assessor. He was assessor until 1880
when we was appointed town clerk, an office he held for
approximately 22 years. His son, Herbert, has held the
office since 1916. In 1881 he built the house where Alex
now lives. He died February 16, 1916, buried at Holy
Name Cemetery. His wife died December 25, 1914. -

Anna, also born in Oberhausen October 30, 1848 and
came with her parents. She married Peter Puetz and
moved to Parry Townshig, Dane County, Wisconsin. They
later moved to Starr, South Dakota and from there to
Parkston, South Dakota. Anna died in Parkston about
1920 and was buried there. They had twelve children
including two sets of twins, Julia and Josephine and Henry
and Rose, also Margaret, John, Frank, Joseph, Elizabeth,
Anna, Francis, Magdelene.

Katherine, twin of Anna, came io this country with her
parents at age four. She died at 17 and was buried at Holy
Name Cemetery, Medina.

Elizabeth, first of the children born here on August 10,
1858, married Frederick Eckes on September 23, 1872.
They had thirteen children, two dying in infancy, and
Mathias, Andrew, Clara, Anna, Fed, Catherine, John,
Phillip, Magdelen, Joseph and Cecelia. They first lived in a
small log house on a few acres on what is now known as
Fox Avenue., also beside a creek in which all the famity
washing was done. Later they bought a farm at the
intersection of Sixth Avenue and Perkinsville Road, now
owned by a grandson, Fidelis Eckes. Elizabeth died May
10, 1935 and was buried at Holy Name, Medina.

Of the second family of eight children, all were born at the
old homestead. Katherine's story has been told in
preceding paragraphs.

Anna was born on January 13, 1874, married Joseph
Koeckner on May 5, 1889 and lived in the old log frame
house on the Perkinsville Road for many years. They later
moved to Wayzata about 1915 and again later moved to



Minneapolis where Anna died. They had a family of eight
children.

Andrew was born December 30, 1876 and lived with his
parents and farmed the old homestead until about 1910.
He married Lillian Case of Corcoran, October 4, 1910.
They lived in Corcoran, Minnesota until they died in a fire
that destroyed their home in 1919. He was buried at Holy
Name Cemetery, Medina.

Mary was born February 2, 1879. She never married. She
later moved to Wayzata and went to work as a housemaid
in Minneapolis. She died in Minneapolis on March 1, 1949
and was buried at Holy Name, Medina.

Katherine was born February 25, 1882 and was married to
William Gerling of Phillips, Wisconsin. They had one son.
They lived on the farm until her death, November 19, 1941.
Burial place unknown. .

John was born December 2, 1884 and married Melvina
Case on September 26, 1914. They had four children. He
worked as a section hand on the Minneapolis/St. Paul and
Sioux Ste. Marie Railroad. He retired from the raifroad and

bought a small farm near Hanover, Minnescta. He later

sold this and moved to Robbinsdale, where he now lives.

Theresa was born March 1885, passed away at the age of
eleven and was buried in Holy Name Cemetery, Medina.

Elizabeth was born November 7, 1889 and married
Nicholas Koeckner May 28, 1908. They moved to
Wayzata where they still live at the present time. They
have two daughters, Bernice and Eleanor.

Of the entire family of Andrew Jordan, John and Elizabeth

are the scole survivors. . :

In conclusion, it could be said that Andrew Jordan was a
tireless worker, though small in stature, 5' 7", who cleared
a great deal of the land alone and a good share of cutting
and hewing the logs for his homes. Practically all family
supplies that had to be bought were brought home on his
back from St. Anthony Village, a distance of about sixteen
miles or more on narrow trails.

He loved to entertain guests at his home and many a gay
party was held in his home. Travelers and guests were
always welcome. Because of this hospitality, a priest from
some great distance away was allowed to come to his
home and say Mass on Sunday mornings. Holy Name
Church was not yet then established. This priest would
have to come on Saturday and possibly stay over until
Monday morning. Andrew and his wife gave up their bed
for this priest and slept in the basement.

After his death, the homestead was rented ouu for a while,
then later sold to Frank Mengelkoch and after Mr.
Mengelkoch's death, was again sold to Joseph Leuer who
is now the present owner.

It is to be noted that there were many duplications in the
names of the children. This was sort of an old German
custom. When one died, the next of its sex was almost
always named the same name. Records were not as
accurate or complicated as now and people were not too
concerned about confusion in mail, bank or charge
accounts.

As near as can be calculated, Andrew Jordan had a total of
51 grandchildren. On December 12, 1804, he died and
was buried in Holy Name Cemetery, Medina, Minnesota.

John Jordan, son of Andrew Jordan by first wife.
Copied from "History of Hennepin County", Neill 1881

"John H. Jordan, a native of Prussia, was born January 16,
1845, when he came with his parents to America. They
landed in New York in the fall of 1852, and went to Newark,
New Jersey, for a short time and in 1853, moved to lllinois.
In the spring of 1855, they came to Minnesota and made a
claim on section 18, of what is now Plymouth Township,
where they experienced, of course, their share of the
hardships of pioneer life. In July 1964, John H. enlisted in
the 8th Minnesota Regiment, Vol. served nine months and
was mustered out at Fort Snelling, May 16, 1865. He
returned to the homestead and lived until his marriage with
Anna M. Weidenbach, which occurred in November 1868.
In 1871 he bought the farm where he now lives. Mrs.
Jordan has been active in all the public affairs of the town,
also in promoting the causes of christianity and education
He was been assessor for six years, also justice of the
peace, and school officer for a number of years. At
present, he fills the office of town clerk. They have six
children, only three of whom are living, Anaa, John and
Alexander." . :

There were more children, see Andrew Jordan history. In
the 1873 atlas there is no indication of his having owned
fand at that time. It came later.




HEAR YE! - HEAR YE! COME ONE, COME ALL!

"“THE HOME TEAM"
Sharon Anderson and Terry Lessard

| For the benefit of the Plymouth Historical Society and to thank the
community and families they serve, announce the time and place of:

Artwork by 13 year old
Marta Anderson

i

Melfrg i)
ORI A
TRV

Bring gour' friends and bring your family for a day of merriment and an educational
 glimpse into days gone by. "The Home Team", in conjunction with the Plumouth .
 Historical Society, will host an OPEN HOUSE during which you are inwvited to enjoy a
tous of the Historical Society, hayrides for young and young at heart, puppet shows
for the kids, dixieland music provided by Stomp N Dixie, and the Goldentones Senior
Chorus. Finally, weather permitting, we will see the Re/Max hot air balloon inflated

: for display and [ift off into ‘the evening sunset. ‘

WHERE: The PLgmbuth Historical Society and the Plymouth Creek Park
[ocated at 36th Avenue North and Fernbrook in Plymouth

WHEN: Sunday, September 15th from. 2:00 to 6:00 P.M.

Schedule of Activities:

2:00 P.M. Dixieland Band starts playing 4:00 Puppet show

and the Plymouth Historical Society is 4:15 Dixieland Band

open for tours throughout the afternoon. 5:00 Last puppet show

2:39 The Goldentones Senior Choir 5:15 Dixieland Band

will enchant us with their music 5:30 - 6:00 The Re/Max Hot Air Balloon
3:00 Puppet show [ift off, weather permitting.

3:15 Dixieland Band returns $.50 hayrides throughout the afternoon

Free pop and popcorn provided throughout the afternoon as long as supplies [ast.

This fun—filled day is co—hosted by the Plymouth Historical Society and
) “The Home Team”
Sharon Anderson and Terry Lessard
Re/Max Results
591-6000
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